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Item D-1

Discuss the request by the Mayor to consider amending the Keller
Unified Development Code to change the requirements for carports.



Excellence • Integrity • Service • Creativity • Communication

Item D-1: Background

• Keller’s UDC addresses size, spacing, building materials and
setbacks related to carports.

• In September 2019, the Texas Legislature passed a law prohibiting
cities from regulating building materials (including for accessory
structures like carports).

• The mayor shared his concerns with staff after observing some
recent carport construction, and asked how our existing
regulations compare to other cities.



City Permitted

/SUP

Size Height Setback (interior) Setback to Public 

ROW

Keller 

P - in all 

residential 

districts

 Lot coverage 

 # of accessory 

structures (2)

 >1,200SF, SUP 

required*

 15ft (average)

 120SF or less: five feet 

from side/rear

 121SF or more: zoning 

setbacks apply

 15ft on a 

residential street

 25ft on a major 

thoroughfare

Roanoke

P – in all 

residential 

districts

 Lot coverage 

 # of accessory 

structures (2)

 AG – 18ft to roof 

ridge

 All other residential 

zoning districts –

16ft to roof ridge

 5-foot from side and must 

be behind home

 24ft if entered from 

side street of 

corner lots

 Otherwise follows 

building setback

Bedford

P – in all 

residential 

districts

 Lot coverage  25ft to roof ridge

 149SF or less: three-feet 

from side/rear.

 150SF or over: five-feet 

from side/rear

 No carport may be 

located in the front 

yard (or side yard 

adjacent to a 

street for a corner 

lot)

Trophy 

Club
Prohibited**



City Permitted/

SUP

Size Height Setback (interior) Setback to Public 

ROW

Westlake

P – in all 

residential 

districts

 Lot coverage 

 8-feet in height; for 

every additional 

foot in height, the 

carport must be an 

additional foot from 

the property line

 Rear and side yard 

setback minimum of  

3 feet; increase 

height increases 

setback

 10ft minimum

Southlake

P – in most 

residential 

zoning 

districts

 Lot coverage 

 Sum total of all 

accessory structures 

shall not exceed a 

certain square-footage 

based on zoning 

district***

 14ft (average)
 Zoning district 

setbacks apply

 Zoning district 

setbacks apply

Colleyville**

SUP– in all 

residential 

districts

 480SF Max

 Longest dimension not 

to exceed 24ft

 15ft to ridge

 If within 10 feet of 

main home, then it 

shall meet building 

setbacks 

 If further from home, 

5 feet from side/rear 

property line

 Corner lots to 

meet front 

building setback 

to both streets
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Item D-1: Ordinance Summary

• Most cities allow in residential zoning districts

• No city allows structures to be built within any easements

• Maximum lot coverage potentially limits the size of structures (especially on
small lots)

• Structures must be 5-10 feet apart

• Most cities (including Keller) have design standards that require building
material compatibility with the main structure (i.e. shingled roof, wrapped
posts with brick/similar masonry products, etc.)
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Photo taken on Simmons Drive Photo taken from Rufe Snow
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Potential Code Changes:

1. Modify language in Section 8.06 A.1.f.1: Carports constructed entirely out of metal may be
permitted if architectural metal is proposed. The construction of one carport per lot is permitted; a
building permit is required for the construction of a carport regardless of size. Columns and roof
structure must be compatible both in design and with materials on with the main structure. Detached
carports shall be located at the rear of the property and observe all building setback requirements.
Carports are prohibited on corner lots unless they are located 100 feet from any street.

2. Remove Section 8.06 A.1.f.2: The construction of one carport per lot, as an accessory building to a
mobile home, will be permitted within legally platted mobile home parks or subdivisions and may be
constructed entirely of metal. The location of the carport may be within the front, side or rear yard;
and the maximum size shall not exceed four hundred (400) square feet. The carport structure,
including poles and overhangs, shall have a setback of a minimum of three (3) feet from all property
lines; and the carport roof shall not drain onto the adjacent lot. A building permit shall be required for
the construction of a carport.
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3. Remove Section 8.07 C.7: Detached carports shall be allowed only in the rear yard meeting
all setback requirements. A building permit is required and shall be approved by the
Community Development Department.

4. Remove language in Section 8.10 A.5: Detached accessory buildings shall be prohibited in
front of the main building. Detached carports shall be located at the rear of the property and
observe all building setback requirements. Covered parking may be approved in the front of
the buildings by SUP.
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City staff is requesting direction. City Council may:

• Direct staff to proceed with specific code amendments to:
o Prohibit carports outright
o Adopt staff proposal to limit carports
o Suggest other changes

• Direct staff to conduct additional research
• Maintain existing code regarding carports
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Questions?
Julie Smith
817-743-4127


